DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

Augusta, promising that further ones should follow,
and she dedicated to him More Leaves from a Journal
of a Life in the Highlands which appeared the year
after his death. Her grief for his loss was profound,
and it can only add to our respect and sympathy for
her that she expressed it with the simplicity and
sincerity that were so characteristic of her. Not for
many years had she suffered a bereavement which
affected the trivialities of her daily life, which to her
were matters of great moment, so intimately. She
had a devoted family, but none of them ministered
to her comfort and sense of security as he had done.
In her " sad isolated position " which sometimes she
found so intolerable, it was the companionship of a
man, who treated her as he would have treated any
other indulgent mistress, that she valued so highly.
He understood that very well and had bridged, by
means of that knowledge, the chasm that lay between
her and the innumerable multitude of her subjects.
Her friendship with Lord Beaconsfield who had
died two years before had had a touch of the same
personal intimacy. Deprived of the two who had
done so much to restore her self-confidence she felt
lonely again, for her youngest son, the Duke of
Albany, had married and no longer lived with her,
and like every other normal woman she missed the
daily companionship of a man whom she trusted and
relied upon. Once more she bethought herself of
that arrangement, which years ago had seemed so
essential for her comfort, of having with her a
permanently resident son-in-law.
She had long taken a great interest in the family
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